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City Council Meeting

July 13, 2020
The regular meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. at Minburn City Hall. Mayor Travis Connick presided.  Council members present Meaghan Bennet, Phyllis Moss, Charlotte White, Joe Stuetelberg and Ronnie Allen.
Agenda:  Move Stuetelberg, second Bennett to approve agenda as written.  All ayes. Motion carried. 

Minutes:  Move Allen, second Stuetelberg to approve the minutes of 6-8-20, 6-23-20 as written.  All ayes.  Motion carried.
Bills:  Move Stuetelberg, second Bennett to approve the payment of the regular bills as written.  All ayes.  Motion carried.
Depot LLP Bills:  Move Allen, second Moss to approve the payment of the Depot LLP bills as written.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  A question was brought up about Midwest Oil Seed.  City Clerk will investigate.
Resolution 2020-20:  Move Allen, second Stuetelberg to approve Resolution 2020-20 a Resolution Authorizing Participation in the State Off Set Program.  All Ayes.  Motion carried.

Resolution 2020-21:  Move Stuetelberg, second Moss to approve Resolution 2020-21 a Resolution Directing the Clerk to Pay All Regular Monthly Bills of the City Each Two Weeks or As the Bills Are Received to avoid late fees and holding invoices.  All Ayes.  Motion carried.
Melnick Sewer Credit-Pool: A $57.60 credit will be given on sewer charge due to leaving the water on accidentally.  The council discussed re-evaluating options of meters for pools or possibly changing the current ordinance.  Move Allen, second Moss.  All ayes.  Motion carried.
Delinquent Accounts:  Item #1, 2, 5, and 6, were approved for 12-month payment plan. Agreement states payments will be made my 15th of each month.  If not received by the15th, a disconnect notice will be placed on the front door of the residence.  Two days later, if bill is still unpaid, water will be shut off.    A reconnect fee of $25 will need to be paid before the water may be turned back on.  
Item #7, a letter will be placed on residence door so Public Works Director may get to water main.  
Item #4 will be tabled for next meeting.  
Item number 1A on 11 x 17 report, discussion of hiring to bore a drain.
A penalty of 15% will be added to the current outstanding water bill balance on all payments made after the 15th.

Discuss option of increasing reconnect fee at future meetings. 

Mowing Ordinances/Charges:  Discussed changing mowing ordinances at a later date.  One of the council members shared Bouton, did a clean-up project.  The City Clerk will contact Bouton’s City Clerk to see what actions they did to make this happen.
.

Options to pay water bills: on-line, set up auto pay, etc.:  Several options were shared by City Clerk but at this time, the cost is just too much for set up.  We will continue to monitor options.  We would like to share with the residents to please contact your banks and talk to them about bill pay options.  You may pay your bill on-line through your bank account and the bank will then automatically send a check on whatever date you have set up to the City. 
Training with Janon:  Move Stuetelberg, second Allen to approve Training with Janon and City Clerk for 2 days and additional if needed.  All Ayes.  Motion carried.
Aramark-Renewal 210 4th St.  Move Allen, second Stuetelberg to approve renewal contract for mats for Depot for 12 months at discounted rate.  All Ayes.  Motion carried.
Council Comments:  Council member shared there are fire trucks being posted on websites.  The fire department may contact Bennett if questions regarding websites.

City Council minutes will no longer be put in with the water bill.  They will be posted to the Minburn.org website and posted in the Post Office.  They will also be available at City Hall.  You may contact the City Clerk if you would like to have them included in your water bill.  The newsletter will continue to be included with your water bill, and it will also be posted on the Minburn.org website.  We are trying to save trees, money, and time by this change.  Please check out the website as last month’s info has been updated there.
Public Works Comments:  Public Works Director shared estimate from Blacktop Service Co. to get roads repaired.  Map will be posted at City Hall of sections that will be repaired.  Move Stuetelberg, second White to approve blacktop repair work.  All Ayes.  Motion carried.
City Hall Comments:  The City Clerk is getting quotes for IT support and GWorks modules and will share with Council has they come in.  
Motion brought up to have City Clerk be paid to clean office every other week.  City Clerk has been cleaning since April for no charge.  Move Allen, second White to approve every other week cleaning of City Hall.  All Ayes.  Motion carried.
City Hall’s lobby will remain closed and will continue to monitor the COVID-19 updates.  Please call for any assistance you may need (515/677-2245) or you may also email the City Clerk at minburncityclrk@minburncomm.net.
Adjournment:  Move Allen, second Bennett to adjourn. All ayes. Motion carried. Meeting was adjourned at 9:50 p.m. 

In order to help stop the spread of the COVID-19 virus, this meeting of the Minburn City Council was held at City Hall for staff only and electronically for residents.  Chapter 21.8 of the Iowa Code does permit an electronic meeting where all members participate remotely when an in-person meeting is impossible or impractical, which is certainly true during this crisis.  On March 19, 2020, Governor Reynolds issued a Proclamation of Disaster Emergency which included a suspension of Iowa laws that would prevent the use of electronic meetings or the limitation on the number of people present at an in-person meeting site.  Therefore, only Mayor Connick, Publics Works Director Johnson, City Clerk, Merical and council members, Allen, Stuetelberg, Bennett, White and Moss were present at Minburn City Hall.  The agenda and the City’s social media had this message posted more than 24 hours in advance to give instructions on how others could participate in the meeting:  Due to the COVID-19 crisis, the City of Minburn will be holding this city council meeting electronically for residents via a conference call.  If you would like to participate, just before the meeting start time, you must call 425-436-6370 and enter this access code:  759797.  Only staff are allowed in city hall.
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Wendy Merical, City Clerk
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ATTEST: Travis Connick, Mayor





